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IntroAt Grace Point, we believe that Christ has called us to reach out to children and youth with God’s love. We 

consider this ministry to be a high calling and a sacred trust. It is our hope and prayer that in the midst of 

a troubled world, Grace Point will always be a place where kids can be safe.
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Goals1. To prevent child abuse by educating members 

of our church family who have children at home or 

minister to children at Grace Point.

2. To protect the children entrusted to our care 

from people who may seek to harm them.

3. To protect our volunteers and our church from 

the possibility of false accusations and litigation.

4. To ensure proper reporting of suspected cases of 

child abuse.
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A Biblical
PerspectiveWe believe the Bible is very clear that evil is an earthly reality and, as 

followers of Jesus Christ, we must be diligent in doing all that we 

can to fight against evil. This is particularly the case regarding abuse and false 

accusations. This is a primary reason for why we work hard to develop and 

implement an effective Kids Safe policy and program.

We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the 

control of the evil one. We know also that the Son of God has come and has 

given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are 

in him who is true - even in his Son Jesus Christ.

1 John 5:19-20

Be self-controlled and alert. Your 

enemy the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour. Resist him, 

standing firm in the faith...

1 Peter 5:8-9a

Do not fret because of evil men 

or be envious of those who do 

wrong...Trust in the LORD and do 

good.

Psalm 37:1-3

Devote yourselves to prayer, 

being watchful and thankful.

Colossians 4:2

We will tell the next generation 

the praiseworthy deeds 

of the Lord.

Psalm 78:4b
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Child Abuse

Resist the devil! 
1 Peter 5:9
Do not fret. 
Psalm 37:1

Be on the alert.
1 Peter 5:8
Be watchful. 
Colosssians 4:2

Trust in the Lord.
Psalm 37:3a
Tell the good news. 
Psalm 78:4a

In order to provide a safe environment for children and youth in our church, we have adopted a policy to reduce the risks 

of child abuse. Child abuse is “any serious, non-accidental, physical or mental injury, sexual exploitation, or serious 

physical neglect of a child under eighteen years of age.”i Child sexual abuse is defined as “any contact or interaction (visual, 

verbal, or psychological) between a child/adolescent and an adult when the child/adolescent is being used for the sexual 

stimulation of the perpetrator or any other person.”ii

 We believe it is our responsibility to do all that is 

reasonably possible to protect children and youth from be-

ing physically or sexually abused while under our care. It 

is also our responsibility to guard our volunteers from be-

ing falsely suspected or accused of wrongful behavior. The 

church should be a safe place for children and youth. Sin 

affects every person and organization in the world. The 

church is no exception. It is possible that children could be 

harmed even during church activities. There is no guarantee that such an incident will never happen in our church. How-

ever, we are committed to taking every reasonable precaution to protect our children and youth from potential harm.

Child abuse is “any 
serious, non-accidental, 
physical or mental injury, 
sexual exploitation, or 
serious physical neglect 
of a child.”
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VolunteersA children’s or youth volunteer is any individual who supervises minors in our church or at a church-sponsored event 

or activity. When recruiting children and/or youth volunteers, ministry team leaders must follow these guidelines.

1. SIX MONTH RULE As a general rule an individual must attend Grace Point regularly for at least six months prior 

to serving as a children’s or youth volunteer. Exceptions, though rare, may be considered on a case-by-case basis 

and at the careful discretion of the Grace Point staff. (We would like you to first become a part of our church family 

and understand Grace Point’s mission.)

2. MEMBER While we highly encourage membership 

at Grace Point, it is not required to serve. However, 

any individual serving as a ministry director or a 

lead teacher is required to be a member.

3. OTHER CHURCHES/PARA-CHURCH ORGA-

NIZATIONS Members of other churches and or-

ganizations may lead and teach when approved by 

our leadership. 

4. UNIFIED IN OUR MISSION We value unity 

and consistency in our ministry approach. This 

means that as a volunteer, you must agree to sup-

port and teach the doctrinal position and ministry 

philosophy of Grace Point. 
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ScreeningWe’re committed to making sure every volunteer has everything they need to be aware of and prevent child abuse. 

Don’t worry, we’ll help you along the way. If you’d like to serve as a children’s or youth volunteer, you must meet 

several requirements. We know it’s a big job, and we thank you for taking the time to complete the necessary steps.

This process must be completed every 36 months, or as needed based on Grace Point’s discretion. Just so you know, 

at Grace Point, we’ve done our best over the last several years to properly screen all our volunteers. We are commit-

ted to that and being compliant with Pennsylvania state 

requirements for volunteer clearances.

1. PERSONAL REQUIREMENTS

a. A personal relationship with Jesus Christ

b. A commitment to discipleship and compassion for chil-

dren and youth

c. Meet the minimum age for volunteering
GP Kids (birth to grade 6): 13 years old*
* 11-12 years old may serve in the nursery after being approved by the 

nursery staff following a period of trial service.

gpYouth (grades 7-12):  16 years old or older

d. No history of abusing children or criminal record re-

lated to child abuse or similar concerns
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GuidelinesThe following are guidelines for all of our volunteers. The same procedures apply for both children’s and youth volun-

teers, unless otherwise noted. We want all our children to be safe, happy, and experience God’s love while under our 

care. Please review the following guidelines and procedures.

1. STAFFING AND SUPERVISION We uphold and closely adhere to a “Two-Deep” policy. This means that we require 

volunteers  to serve in teams of at least two. Two-Deep volunteers must be 16 years old or older, unrelated to each other, 

and remain visible to each other while serving. If you’re serving and 

need to leave the room, there must be another approved volunteer to 

take your place. This is to ensure two volunteers (16 or older) are al-

ways present with the children.

2. TIMELINESS We value the safety of our children and we need to 

maintain Two-Deep at all times, even between worship services and 

volunteer shifts. That means you must arrive 15 minutes prior to your 

scheduled shift. Volunteer shifts do not start when the worship service 

starts.  If two approved Two-Deep volunteers are not present, a 

child must not be left alone with a single volunteer. Once Two-

Deep exists the children may move to their assigned classroom.

3. ILLNESS Volunteers who are ill will not be permitted to par-

ticipate in ministry activities. The nursery is even more strict re-

garding volunteer illness. If you’re ill, stay home and get well!

While our illness policy is posted in each of the rooms, please see 

the description on the next page.

TWO-DEEP:

-volunteers, aged 16 years or 

older, unrelated to each oth-

er, serving in teams of two or 

more and always visible
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For the health and safety of all our volunteers and children, children with 

symptoms of illness must not be brought to class or group activities. If a child 

develops a fever or other illness during class or other activity, the parent will 

be asked to take their child out of class.

JUDGING ILLNESS: As a volunteer, you have the authority to 

judge whether a child is too sick to enter the room/activity. Please 

remember, we want all of our children to remain healthy and happy!

4. INJURY If there is an injury, a written incident/injury report (found at the 

check-in stations) must be completed as quickly as reasonably possible. 

Medical release forms must be completed by parents/guardians when au-

thorization to treat a child is necessary. *In the event of an emergency, 

and matters of life and death, call 9-1-1 and locate a trained & certified 

First-Aid/CPR responder.

5. BATHROOM & DIAPER PROCEDURES When changing a child’s 

diaper it must always be completed with Two-Deep leadership in place.  

Remember to also maintain Two-Deep for all children’s bathroom visits. 

One volunteer must be an adult female who will take students to the bath-

room in groups of two or more. Children in the toddler room may use the 

bathroom with the half-door. You may assist toddlers when needed, but 

should remain visible to the other volunteers at all times. In the preschool 

classes and above, children should be potty trained and require minimal 

If your child has at least one of the 

following symptoms/illnesses, please 

do not bring him/her to class or any 

activity. Help them get well at home.

•Fever

•Runny nose with colored mucus

•Chills

•Headache +one other symptom

•Earache

•Red, itchy eyes

•Conjunctivitis (pink eye)

•Unusual rashes

•Excessive coughing

•Vomiting

•Impetigo

•Diarrhea

•Croup

•Active Chicken Pox

•Measles

•Mumps

ALLERGIES: Please list all known 

allergies on your registration form. 

Each week please report any allergies 

at check-in and to the scheduled vol-

unteers serving in your child’s class/

group. This helps ensure the safety of 

your child.

MEDICINE: If your child is being 

treated with antibiotics, he/she must 

be on the medication for at least 24 full 

hours before entering the classroom. If 

your child requires medication, it must 

be administered by you, the parent.

PARENTS!
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assistance in the bathroom. The bathroom doors in rooms C2, C3, and C9 must be left slightly ajar on the occasion that 

a preschooler or kindergartner needs assistance. The assisting volunteer should remain visible to the other volunteer(s) 

at all times. All children in first through sixth-grade, including Rainbow class, should remain in the C-Wing during class 

hours. For bathroom visits, first through sixth-graders will use the open/unused classroom bathroom located in the C-

Wing. First through fourth-graders may go individually to the bathroom. Volunteers are to wait in the hallway, visible 

to security personnel, with the group of children until all children are ready to return to the classroom. Fifth and sixth-

graders may go unattended in groups of two or more of the same gender.

6. PUBLIC DISPLAY OF AFFECTION It is important to physically demonstrate our love and concern for the children 

and youth in our ministries. However, the following limits must be followed. Hugging should be done in a public area 

with other adults present. Touching or tickling children under their clothing is prohibited. Never touch a child’s private 

areas. For children three years and older they should not be sit-

ting on your lap.

7. CLASSROOM DISCIPLINE, SETTING EXPECTATIONS 

& CORRECTING BEHAVIOR Never strike a child or physi-

cally force children to behave. All children should be handled in 

a quiet and gentle manner. Avoid screaming and/or using harsh 

language. If a child is completely out of control, request the help 

of another volunteer. If necessary, send a volunteer to locate the 

child’s parents. Never humiliate a child as a means of correction. 

Always try to quietly and honestly redirect a student towards bet-

ter behavior. Do so out of ear’s reach or in the hallway. Remem-

ber to remain visible to hallway security personnel.
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Always encourage the child to take leadership. Ask 

how he/she could help change the situation, or pray 

with the child asking God to help him/her have self 

control. Suggested consequences will be reviewed 

during your final interview.

8. PARTICIPATION A child should never be forced to 

participate in a game or activity if he/she does not 

feel comfortable. Allow the child to sit on the sidelines and watch. When the child is ready to participate, encourage him/

her to join in the activity.

Always give clear expectations: 

-Respect each other. 

-Obey your teacher & leader.

-Use an inside voice.

-Walk, don’t run.

REMEMBER

Serving the fami-
lies of Grace Point is 
nothing like a typi-
cal job. In fact, it 
isn’t a job at all; it 
is a blessing! I get 
to be a part of God’s 
work in people’s 
lives. That is a gift!
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Check-inGrace Point maintains a check-in system for all children through the sixth-grade. The check-in stations are for at-

tendance and security purposes. Each child and parent will receive a printed badge to help ensure their safety while 

under our care at Grace Point. There are two check-in stations available in the main hallway, just off the C-Wing. Each fam-

ily will be asked to fill out a registration form for their children, 

ages birth to sixth-grade. Parents are to record allergies and spe-

cial instructions regarding their children, e.g., unauthorized fam-

ily members picking up their child. In addition to recording this 

information on the forms, parents should inform the check-in at-

tendant. Information regarding special circumstances will be kept 

on a confidential list for check-in volunteers and security person-

nel. They will be familiar with and have access to this list on a weekly basis. Anyone checking out a child who has misplaced 

his/her badge label will be asked to present legal photo identification and their Kids Point check-in barcoded card or keytag. 

A child will not be released to a relative or friend without a matching label or Kids Point card or keytag.

All children ages birth through sixth-grade.

All parents who desire to stay with their children for longer than just a casual “hello!” in the 

C-Wing. Parents just dropping off children do not need to check-in. A volunteer or class-

room teacher will notify the parent if they need to check-in and get a visitor badge.

All volunteers must check-in and receive a name badge at the security checkpoint (located at 

the entrance of the C-Wing), not at the check-in station.

WHO NEEDS TO CHECK IN?
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AbuseAny allegation of physical or sexual abuse will be taken seriously and thoroughly investigated. The reporting of sus-

pected cases of child abuse is an important aspect of our prevention program. If you see a child being abused or sus-

pect that a child has been abused, report it immediately. In Pennsylvania a report “is required by law from all persons who, 

in the course of their employment, occupations or practice of their profession, come into contact with children and suspect 

that a child is abused…Anyone reporting in good faith has immunity, under the law, from any liability, civil or criminal. The 

good faith of a person required to report is presumed.”iii

A. WHAT TYPES OF THINGS SHOULD BE RE-

PORTED?

1. If you witness someone abusing a child

2. If a child confesses to you that he/she has been abused

3. If you see physical evidence that a child has been abused

(Examples include: any unusual pattern or location of 

bruises, cuts, burns, or scars on a child, missing hair, inju-

ries or unusual redness around the genitals, conflicting stories about injuries, or a medical condition that hasn’t been 

properly treated or cared for.)

B. PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING

1. If you observe an egregious offense report it immediately to the police.

2. If you suspect or observe abuse, discuss the matter with a Grace Point staff member who supervises your ministry.

a. Youth volunteers report to the Director of Youth Ministry.

b. Children’s volunteers report to the Director of Children’s Ministry.

c. Pastoral staff members, church counselors or other church members should report to the Senior Pastor.

3. If suspicion seems warranted, you and the staff member will meet with the Senior Pastor to alert him of the situation 

Grace Point volunteers 

are legally bound to 

report any suspected 

cases of child abuse.

ALERT!
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and call the CHILDLINE abuse hotline: 800.932.0313

4. After calling the CHILDLINE hotline, a written report must be 

submitted within 48 hours to the Child Protective Services Unit of 

the Bucks County Children & Youth Social Services Agency.

5. If the case involves a children’s or youth volunteer, the volun-

teer will be informed by the Senior Pastor of the accusation (keep-

ing the source of the accusation confidential). While an official investigation is conducted and until a final determination 

is made, the volunteer will be asked to step down from his/her service. If the case involves a Grace Point staff member, 

the elders will be called to determine the necessary course of action.

6. All cases should be handled in a quiet and confidential manner.

7. As needed, the Senior Pastor may serve as the designated spokesperson to media.

8. Counseling services will be offered to all involved.

9. As needed, mediation and arbitration will be handled in accordance with Grace Point’s commitment to peacemaking.

Child Protective Services Unit

Bucks County Children & Youth 

Social Services Agency

4259 West Swamp Road 

Doylestown, PA 18901

i Cosner, Robert E., “A Guide to the Management of Child Abuse,” (Doylestown, PA: Bucks County Children and Youth Services Agency) p. 3.
ii Allendar, Dan. The Wounded Heart.
iii Cosner, p. 3.

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
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592 WASHINGTON CROSSING ROAD
NEWTOWN, PA 18940
gracepointpa.org


